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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 The People Scrutiny Panel has undertaken a revisit of the former Children 
and Young People Scrutiny Panel’s review of Play, Playgrounds and Open 
Spaces in North Lincolnshire. They published their report in July 2012. 
Cabinet considered this matter on 25 September 2012. They resolved “that 
the Cabinet Member for People and the Director of People consider the 
contents of the report and prepare an action plan in response to the 
recommendations for submission to a future meeting of Cabinet”. 

 
2.2 The matter was referred to the Director of Places for action in May 2013. 

 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 Attached to this paper is an update of progress achieved to date and 
proposals for further action in response to the recommendations of the 
Scrutiny Panel.  Cabinet has the option of approving the plan.  Alternatively, 
Cabinet might want to suggest amendments to the plan. 

 
4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 
  

4.1 The progress update and action plan attempts to deal with the 
recommendations of the Scrutiny Panel in full.  Cabinet is therefore 
recommended to approve the plan. 
 

4.2 The progress achieved to date set out in the appendix demonstrates the 
council’s continuing strong commitment to facilitating a wide range of 
opportunities for young people to participate in play and enjoy active and 
healthy lifestyles. The Scrutiny Panel noted a number of improvements since 
the subject was first considered in 2008/09. These included a range of 
excellent new facilities across North Lincolnshire, new modern playgrounds 
and a host of activities tailored to the needs of children and young people. 

CABINET 

 
1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 

1.1 To consider an update on progress achieved to date and a plan of further 
actions proposed in response to the revisit report of the People Scrutiny Panel 
on Play, Playgrounds and Open Spaces in North Lincolnshire. 



 

The information in the appendix demonstrates continuing improvement in this 
area, including the following examples. 

 
• Work in hand in partnership with eighteen community and voluntary 

groups across the area toward providing more positive activities for 
young people, including new provision during school holidays. 

• Increased provision of activities for young people in a number of 
locations across North Lincolnshire with plans in place for further 
development. 

• Supporting participation in the Duke of Endinburgh award programme 
enabling young people to achieve up to and including the gold award 
level. 

• Examples of seventeen new activities specifically targeted at young 
people introduced since the publication of the Scrutiny Panel report in 
July 2012. 

• A significant increase in community grant funding, now totalling almost 
£1m, that supports community based projects related to play and 
youth engagement and specific capital funding allocated to projects to 
develop skate parks, multi use games areas and a climbing wall at the 
Pods.. 

• Continuing support in providing the free swim programme for young 
people during the summer period that saw over 25,000 visits to 
swimming pools across the area in 2012, an increase of 7% on the 
previous year. 

 
5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 
  

5,1 The proposed plan may have implications with regard to finance, staffing and 
property resources depending on the outcome of individual actions. These 
will be fully evaluated as any consequential recommendations for change are 
subsequently brought forward for consideration. 

 
6. OUTCOMES IF INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT (IF APPLICABLE) 
 

6.1 Officers will prepare Integrated Impact assessments relating to specific 
actions arising from the attached plan. 

 
7. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DECLARED 
 

7.1 Relevant officers from across the council have contributed to the preparation 
of the action plan presented for consideration by Cabinet. 

 
7.2 The Scrutiny Panel consulted widely with elected members, relevant officers 

and young people in revisiting the original report and prior to publishing their 
eight further recommendations in July 2012. 

 
7.2  The Chairman of the People Scrutiny Panel was provided with a draft copy of 

this paper and the accompanying appendix for comment. She indicated that 
she was happy with the information as presented. 

 
 
 



 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

8.1 That Cabinet approves the action plan attached to this report. 
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Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 
 

 Report of the People Scrutiny Panel – Revisit of the former Children and Young 
People Scrutiny Panel’s 2009 Review of Play, Playgrounds and Open Spaces in 
North Lincolnshire 

 Minutes of Cabinet of 25 September 2012 
 The North Lincolnshire Play Strategy 2010 – 2015, titled; “Taking Play Forward: A 

Play Strategy for North Lincolnshire” 
 




























